The toxicity of deglycosylated ricin A chain-containing immunotoxins in patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is exacerbated by prior radiotherapy: a retrospective analysis of patients in five clinical trials.
A retrospective analysis of 102 patients with relapsed, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma treated with two different ricin A chain-containing immunotoxins (ITs) in five Phase I clinical trials indicates that the dose-limiting toxicity, vascular leak syndrome, was more frequent and more severe in patients who had undergone prior radiotherapy (RT). Excluding patients with prior RT from the calculations of the maximum tolerated dose indicates that the maximum tolerated doses of these ITs had not been reached in any trial and are clearly higher than reported previously. Excluding patients with prior RT from future clinical trials may increase the dose of ITs that can be given in the absence of severe vascular leak syndrome.